
 

 

 

 

*** The 12th century saw the cultic community of Girona (Catalan/ Provencal region) flourish, having one of the 

most important Kabbalistic schools in Europe.  
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Yehuda Liebes identifies politically with the extreme right and religiously with 
Religious Zionism. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yehuda_Liebes 

Liebes was acquainted with Gershom Scholem, the father of modern Kabbalah scholarship, from an early age, 

as his parents were friends of Scholem. Scholem attended Yehuda's Bar Mitzvah and gave him as a gift 

Yeshayahu Tishby's book Mishnat HaZohar ("The Wisdom of the Zohar").[3]  
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Yehuda Liebes graduated from the Hebrew University Secondary School.[2] In 1965, he enlisted in the 

Paratroopers Brigade for his compulsory army service, and in 1967, served in the Six-Day War as a non-

commissioned officer.[2] During reserve duty in 1969, he was injured during a Palestinian attack on his post in 

the Jordan Valley, lost several teeth, and was hospitalized for several months.[2]  

In 1967, Liebes began his studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.[1] After earning undergraduate and 

graduate degrees, he pursued his doctoral research under Scholem.[4][5] Scholem gave Liebes access to 

handwritten note cards he had prepared for a lexicon of Zohar terminology that he never wrote,[5] and Liebes 

submitted his dissertation on Peraḳim be-milon sefer ha-Zohar (Chapters in the Dictionary of the Book of the 

Zohar) (1976).[2]  

Teaching career 

Liebes began lecturing in the Hebrew University's Department of Jewish Thought in 1971. He became a full 

professor in 1993.[2] His course subjects include Kabbalah, Jewish myth, and the Zohar.[1] He has also taught on 

Zohar at the University of Chicago.[1]  

Research 

Liebes in 2006 

I do not really like the term 'Jewish mysticism'. The order of the words is not correct. You have to say 'mystical 

Judaism', because Kabbalah is first and foremost an interpretation of an aspect of the Jewish religion. … The 

inclusion of all mystical phenomena under the heading 'mysticism' is a mistake, because it causes people to 

think everything is the same—Christian mysticism, Jewish mysticism, Muslim mysticism. The Kabbalah is an 

interpretation of the Jewish religion, of Torah and mitzvot, of the people and the land of Israel". 

–Yehuda Liebes, 2017 

Liebes is considered a leading scholar of Kabbalah. His work is said to be representative of "the Hebrew 

University's new wave of kabbalistic research".[4] Liebes explores the mythic and messianic dimensions in 

Judaism and Kabbalah, and Christian and Sabbatean influences on Kabbalah.[4] He has written extensively on 

"the Zohar, Lurianic Kabbalah, Sabbateanism, Breslov Hasidism and the Gaon of Vilna and his disciples".[1] He 

studies the links between Judaism and ancient Greek religion, Christianity, and Islam.[1][2] His work is often 

cited by scholars. 
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Liebes has also translated Greek, Latin, and Arabic religious poetry into Hebrew 

Controversial views 

Challenging the traditional ascription of the Zohar to the 2nd-century disciples of Shimon bar Yochai in Israel, 

Liebes asserts that a group of 13th-century Spanish Kabbalists, which included Moses de León, composed the 

work, each reflecting his own approach to Kabbalah.[4] Liebes claims that the Ketem Paz on the Zohar and the 

Kabbalistic hymn Bar Yochai were written by two different authors with similar names, not the one Shimon 

Lavi who is traditionally credited with authoring both works.[11] Liebes also finds Christian and Sabbatean 

inspiration in the ideas of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov[4] and, at the same time, Sabbatean influences on the 

disciples of the Vilna Gaon who opposed Hasidism.[2]  

Liebes angered National Religious Jews in Israel when he claimed to find a Christian allusion in the Amidah, 

the central prayer of the Jewish liturgy. Liebes asserted that the conclusion of the 14th blessing, "keren yeshua" 

("horn of salvation") refers not to David, but to Jesus (Yeshua in Hebrew).[2]  

Liebes publishes in Hebrew and has expressed opposition to the study of Jewish thought in English. He has 

allowed only a few of his works to be translated into English, 

 

THE MESSIAH OF THE ZOHAR 
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GNOSTIC KABBALISTS AS PRIESTS OF BLACK MAGIC 
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PASSAGE ABOVE from Yehuda Liebes book STUDIES IN THE ZOHAR 

 

 

Subject: Hassidic exemption Israeli military 1948 roots over 400 CHABAD sect 

members 

Mr Lieberman, who represents a largely secular, Russian-speaking population of Jews from the ex-Soviet 

Union, was capitalising on an increasingly common view that the burgeoning Haredi population shirk 

their civic responsibilities — only half the men work — while feasting on government subsidies. His 

stance remains popular: polls show that he may double his seats in the September elections. 

***** 

https://www.ft.com/content/3f3c7658-91ac-11e9-aea1-2b1d33ac3271 

Haredi opposition to conscription began with a compromise reached between the nation’s 

founder, David Ben-Gurion, and the rabbis representing a few hundred ultraorthodox families 

(e.g. Hassidic; Chabad; Haredi) in 1948, which exempted 400 young Haredi men from military if 

they went to yeshiva instead. 

“There is a deep moral question here — why should the Haredi mother have her sons around her dinner 

table, while the secular mother has sleepless nights,” says Rabbi Yehoshua Pfeffer, who heads the Haredi 

division at the Tikvah Fund, a charity. 

*** The 12th century saw the cultic community of Girona (Catalan Provence) flourish, having one of the most 

important Kabbalistic schools in Europe.  

******* 
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